
 
 

Program:  Master Academic Studies –  
Course title: ORIENTAL LEGAL TRADITION 
Teachers: Prof. dr Vojislav Stanimirović 
Course status: optional  
Number of  ECTS: 10 
Requirements: / 
Aims of the course:  
Developing critical thinking about Legal History and its phenomena. Understanding the nature of different legal 
institutions and their genesis. 
Course result: 
Acquiring knowledge about key legal and historical aspects of oriental legal systems. 
Course content: 
Studying oriental legal tradition – from Mesopotamia and Egypt to contemporary Sharia law. Learning about: role 
and importance of righteousness and cosmical justice; Hydraulic civilizations – Orient as the cradle of the idea of 
statehood; the first concept of state; Egypt and Mesopotamia – static, conservative law vs. law which was in constant 
transition, outdated mildness vs. advanced severity; cuneiform law (the content of the codes, the influence they had 
on each other, their importance for the world legal heritage, novelties and legal transplants, relations between 
customs and written law); law and religion – syncretism of the two sources of power in Orient; law and justice in the 
service of social politics – protection of the weaker side in oriental legal systems; influence on Jewish law, old 
Testament and Talmud; Hellenistic period and law – the first meeting point of Europe and Orient, clash of their 
cultures and overcoming the differences by legal means; Sharia law from Arabs and Ottomans; new contact between 
“the People of the Book”; old and new in Sharia law – limitations imposed by religion on one side and demands of 
modern life on the other; oriental and western legal tradition in XX and XXL century and the influence they have on 
each other, the possibility of dialogue and coexistence; personality vs. territorial principle; boundaries of human 
rights. 
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Number of lectures – active 
classes Theoretical classes: 15 Practical classes :  

Instruction method: 
Lectures, consultations 
Grading system (maximum number of points 100) 
Pre-exam obligations points Final Exam  points 
Activities during lectures 20 Written exam  
Activities during practical classes  Oral exam 60 
Tests   ............  
Seminar classes 20   
 


