
Program: Master Academic Studies   

Course tititle: COMPARATIVE LEGAL TRADITIONS 

Teachers: Prof. Dr. Sima Avramović, Ass. Prof. Dr. Vojislav Stanimirović 

Course status: optional  

Number of  ECTS: 20 

Requirements: 240 ECTS 

Aims of the course: Understanding specific features of Comparative Legal Traditions and its relation to  
Legal History and Comparative Law; Practical use of knowledge acquired by Comparative Legal 
Traditions; Recognition of patterns of legal development; Explanation of legal borrowings and diffusion 
of law; Owerview of legal traditions from ancient untill modern times. 

Course result: Skill to differ influential and accidental legal processes; Understanding law making 
process through legal history; testing „Presence of the Past“ idea (Glen); Perceiving connections among 
legal traditions and legal jurisprudence; proper approach to legal sources; recognizing mixed legal 
traditions. 

Course content: Legal tradition and Comparative law; Comparative law – a method or a science?; 
Defining legal families and legal culture; Primitive law – past and present (Diamond); Early 
codifications; Ancient legal systems; Byzantine, Oriental, Common law and German early legal 
traditions; Ius commune and ius proprium in Middle ages; Modern legal traditions – constitutional 
history, modern codifications; Legal imperialism; Harmonization and unification of European law –
innovative ius commune. 
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Number of lectures – active 
classes 

Theoretical classes:  Practical classes :  

Instruction method: teaching, analysis of sources, comparative approach to legal institutions; 



simulation of trials in legal history; elements of research methodology in legal history 

Grading system (maximum number of points 100) 

Pre-exam obligations Points   

Activities during lectures 30   

Activities during practical 
classes 30   

Tests     

Seminar classes    

Final Exam   40   

 

 


